Due to the process of globalization, companies are obligated to observe corporate social responsibility and best practices from a sustainability approach towards their stakeholders and society.
Introduction
The importance of good corporate social responsibility (CSR) practices that are focused on sustainability is increasingly relevant. Through the CSR, an organization acquires a commitment to society and stakeholders to contribute to sustainable development and social welfare, applying both local and international regulations, as well as maintaining ethical behavior and providing transparent management. The role of sustainability in the CSR is widely documented in the scientific literature [1, 2] .
This study reveals that, in addition to the globalization process, it is crucial for organizations to link CSR with sustainability. This makes the corporate impact positive by contributing to economic and social development as well as environmental factors [3] .
Although the concept of the CSR has undergone no significant changes since its initial definition, its role in company strategy [4, 5] has evolved along with the effect of socially responsible actions on sustainable development [6, 7] .
The implementation of CSR includes measurements of social commitment and sustainability. They are applied to internationally recognized factors, including parameters from Sustainable Development Goals SDGs and indicators such as Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB) and International Integrated Reporting (IIRC) [8] [9] [10] .
Materials and Methods
Scientometrics is the science that studies scientific production to measure and analyze it. It is also known as the scientific and empirical study of science and its results. In practice, there is a significant overlap between scientometrics and other scientific fields: bibliometry, information systems, information science and scientific politics [120] . It is based mainly on the works of Dereck J. de Solla Price and Eugene Garfield, who founded the Institute for Scientific Information (ISI) in 1960. Later, in 1998, he created the journal Scientometrics.
On the other hand, bibliometry is a part of scientometrics that applies mathematical and statistical methods to scientific literature and to the authors that produce it with the aim of studying and analyzing scientific activity. The instruments used to measure aspects of scientific activity are bibliometric indicators, which are measures that provide information on the results of scientific activity in any of its manifestations [121, 122] . It was introduced by E. Garfield in the mid-20th century and has since become widespread in scientific research and has contributed to reviewing knowledge in multiple disciplines for decades. Thus, scientometrics and bibliometry have evolved from reflection on scientific development and the availability of numerous databases for the researcher.
The objective of this work is to show an insight into the overall research dynamics and the state of the issue regarding the outcome in companies of CSR actions on sustainability. To achieve the proposed objective, a quantitative analysis has been carried out, using bibliometry. Likewise, the objective of this method is to identify, organize, and analyze trends in the research topic. In recent decades it has contributed to the review of scientific knowledge and has been used successfully in various scientific fields, such as medicine, engineering, economics, administration, finance, education, biology, and ecology [123] [124] [125] [126] [127] [128] [129] [130] .
The method used was to perform a full search on the Scopus database, using a search string with the terms "corporate social responsibility" and "sustainability" to examine the subfields of the title, summary, and keywords over a period of 18 years, from 2001 to 2018 [131] [132] [133] . The sample of articles analyzed was obtained through a search within August 2019, which included only scientific articles, both in open and non-open access. The final sample included a total of 1832 documents. The variables analyzed were year of publication, thematic area, journal, author, country of affiliation of the author, institution where the author is affiliated, and keywords that define the publication.
In this study, the indicators of scientific production analyzed have been the distribution for years of published articles and the productivity of authors, countries, and institutions. The quality indicators used were the H index, the count of the number of appointments and the indicator that measures the quality of the scientific journals included in Scopus, SCImago Journal Rank (SJR). In addition, the collaborative structure indicators, which measure the links between authors and countries, have been analyzed through network mapping and processing tools due to their reliability and suitability in the bibliometric analysis [134] [135] [136] [137] . The results obtained are useful for researchers, academics, analysts, managers, and other stakeholders since scientific activity in this field of research have been evaluated. Table 2 shows the evolution of the main features of the articles published on CSR's sustainable approach from 2001 to 2018. In this period, the interest in researching the CSR-sustainability relationship has increased, especially in the last six years, as seen in the variables analyzed. If only 14 articles on this subject were published in 2001-2003, in the last three years analyzed (2015-2018) the number amounted to 760, or almost 55 times more. The increase in the number of publications is particularly accentuated in the latter three years, where 41.5% of the total articles published in the period analyzed have been published. The year in which most publications have been produced is 2018, with 304 articles. A: the annual number of articles, AU: number of authors, C: number of countries, TC: the annual number of citations in total articles, TC/A: average citations, J: number of journals. Figure 1 shows the evolution in the number of articles and their percentage of variation between each triennium studied. In addition to the considerable increase in the number of articles published in the last six years, it highlights the percentage of growth produced in the second and third period analyzed, i.e. in 2004-2006 and 2007-2009 . The percentage increase in the number of publications in 2007-2009 is due to the fact that it is the first three-year increase in 100 articles (173). As with the number of articles, the total number of authors has also increased during the period analyzed. The last triennium (2016-2018) concentrates 40.1% of total authors for the 18-year period, or 3784. It is noted that the number of authors who published in this field of research between 2001-2003 was 22, amounting to 1859 authors in the triennium 2016-2018. This is a larger increase than experienced in the number of articles published because the average number of authors per article has also increased. Thus, in 2001-2003 the average number of authors per article stood at 1.6 authors per article, while in the last period, 2016-2018, it increased to 2.4 authors per article.
Results and Discussion

Evolution of Scientific Production
The number of countries involved in the publication of articles on this subject of research has increased from eight in the 2001-2003 triennium to 83 in the last period analyzed. Throughout the period analyzed, 2001-2018, the total number of countries that have contributed to the publication of articles on CSR's sustainable approach amounts to 91.
The number of quotes grew exponentially, from the first period with 917 to the fourth triennium analyzed, 2010-2012, with 8884. Since this three-year period, the total number of citations of the total articles has been decreasing with 7281 in the following period and with 2816 in the last triennium. This is due to the fact that the published articles, or those corresponding to the last 6 years, will receive a greater number of citations in the coming years due to their recent publication and impact and their distribution in open access [139, 140] . This is related to the average annual number of citations per item. This average has been decreasing from 65.5 in the first triennium (2001-2003) to 3.7 in the last period (2016) (2017) (2018) .
Finally, the number of journals publishing articles on CSR's sustainable approach increased from 13 in the first period to 352 over the last three-year period analyzed.
Distribution of Publications by Subject Area and Journal
During the time period analyzed, 2001-2018, there are several categories where studies related to the link between CSR and sustainability have been found. According to the Scopus classification, there are a total of 23 thematic areas in which the 1832 articles analyzed are classified. It is necessary to clarify that the same article may be classified in more than one category, depending on the interest of the author and the publisher. Figure 2 presents how the thematic classification of articles on CSR and sustainability has evolved in the period of 2001-2018. The Business, Management, and Accounting category is the most prominent throughout the period studied. In this category, 31% of published articles were based on CSR and sustainability. It is then followed by the Social Sciences category, with 21%. Other categories included Environmental Science (14%), Economics, Econometrics and Finance (10%) and Energy (7%) are the following categories in order of importance. Thus, the five most important categories represented in Figure 2 As with the number of articles, the total number of authors has also increased during the period analyzed. The last triennium (2016-2018) concentrates 40.1% of total authors for the 18-year period, or 3784. It is noted that the number of authors who published in this field of research between 2001-2003 was 22, amounting to 1859 authors in the triennium 2016-2018. This is a larger increase than experienced in the number of articles published because the average number of authors per article has also increased. Thus, in 2001-2003 the average number of authors per article stood at 1.6 authors per article, while in the last period, 2016-2018, it increased to 2.4 authors per article.
The number of quotes grew exponentially, from the first period with 917 to the fourth triennium analyzed, 2010-2012, with 8884. Since this three-year period, the total number of citations of the total articles has been decreasing with 7281 in the following period and with 2816 in the last triennium. This is due to the fact that the published articles, or those corresponding to the last 6 years, will receive a greater number of citations in the coming years due to their recent publication and impact and their distribution in open access [138, 139] . This is related to the average annual number of citations per item. This average has been decreasing from 65.5 in the first triennium (2001-2003) to 3.7 in the last period (2016) (2017) (2018) .
During the time period analyzed, 2001-2018, there are several categories where studies related to the link between CSR and sustainability have been found. According to the Scopus classification, there are a total of 23 thematic areas in which the 1832 articles analyzed are classified. It is necessary to clarify that the same article may be classified in more than one category, depending on the interest of the author and the publisher. Figure 2 presents how the thematic classification of articles on CSR and sustainability has evolved in the period of 2001-2018. The Business, Management, and Accounting category is the most prominent throughout the period studied. In this category, 31% of published articles were based on CSR and sustainability. It is then followed by the Social Sciences category, with 21%. Other categories included Environmental Science (14%), Economics, Econometrics and Finance (10%) and Energy (7%) are the following categories in order of importance. Thus, the five most important categories represented in Engineering (5.1%) and Arts and Humanities (4%) categories, the rest of the subject areas did not reach 2% of published works. 2018. Except for Engineering (5.1%) and Arts and Humanities (4%) categories, the rest of the subject areas did not reach 2% of published works. The association of publications in this field of research, to the Business, Management, and Accounting and Social Sciences categories makes sense given the CSR is closely related to the management of stakeholder relations and dependence on their actions with environmental factors [28, 55, 141] . Table 3 shows the characteristics of the articles of the main journals in the publication on the sustainable approach of corporate social responsibility. In the selection of the 20 journals with the highest number of articles published on the subject of research, 51% of journals belong to the first quartile of the SJR index, SCImago Journal Rank 2017. Over the years the issue of the link between CSR and sustainability has been of interest to more journals and more authors as evidenced by the growth in the number of articles and the variety of journals interested.
By country, among the top 20 journals in the graft publication are those of European origin: United Kingdom (7), Netherlands (3), Romania (2), Switzerland (1), and Ukraine (1). Those of American origin (5) are also the journals that have a better position in the SJR 2017 ranking. The association of publications in this field of research, to the Business, Management, and Accounting and Social Sciences categories makes sense given the CSR is closely related to the management of stakeholder relations and dependence on their actions with environmental factors [28, 54, 140] . Table 3 shows the characteristics of the articles of the main journals in the publication on the sustainable approach of corporate social responsibility. In the selection of the 20 journals with the highest number of articles published on the subject of research, 51% of journals belong to the first quartile of the SJR index, SCImago Journal Rank 2017. Over the years the issue of the link between CSR and sustainability has been of interest to more journals and more authors as evidenced by the growth in the number of articles and the variety of journals interested. By country, among the top 20 journals in the graft publication are those of European origin: United Kingdom (7), Netherlands (3), Romania (2), Switzerland (1), and Ukraine (1) . Those of American origin (5) are also the journals that have a better position in the SJR 2017 ranking.
The journal that has published more articles on the relationship between CSR and sustainability is the Journal of Business Ethics and Sustainability with 111. Each journal accounts for 6.1% the total articles published since 2001-2018.
Journal of Business Ethics has been the one with more trieniums occupying the first position in the ranking four of the six periods analyzed. This journal also stands out because it concentrates a great interest in the scientific community, as evidenced by the high number of citations gathered by its articles, 4115, and for the average number of citations by published articles, with 37.07 citations per article. It is also the journal that presents the largest H index for the published articles on this topic of research, 42, which is quite far from the general H index of the journal, for all subjects, which stands at 147. Organization and Environment journal has the highest SJR impact factor: 2605 (Q1), followed by Business and Society, with 2346 (Q1), and Business Strategy and the Environment, with 2166.
However, it is important to note that the journal Sustainability, with its first article published on the subject of analysis in 2013, has become the journal with the largest number of articles on CSR/sustainability, with 98 documents of the total published (352) in the last triennium (2016-2018). These works account for 27.8% of the total articles on this subject that have been published in that triennium (2016-2018). However, this circumstance is not reflected in the number of citations due to recent work. Table 4 shows the main variables of the articles of the 10 most prolific authors in the publication on the sustainable approach of CSR during the period 2001-2018. The author who has published the most articles on the subject of research is Spaniard García-Sánchez of the University of Salamanca, with 11 documents, followed by Dutch Moratis of Breda University of Applied Sciences, with nine. Spaniard Moneva of the University of Zaragoza has published eight. However, the author with the highest number of citations on CSR/sustainability relation is Kolk, from the Netherlands, with a total of 642, which also places him as the author with the highest average number of quotations per article, with 107. Schaltegger, from Germany, follows with 372 citations and an average of 53.14 citations per item. In addition, Kolk also stands out with the highest H index, six, in this case, just like five other authors. He is the second author in this ranking to publish his first article in 2008, after Albareda of Finland in 2007.
Productivity of Authors, Institutions, and Countries
It is noteworthy the 10 most prolific authors in the publication of articles on this subject of research have European origin: Spain (4), Netherlands (2), and Germany, Switzerland, Finland, and Italy, with one. In addition, six authors published a final paper in 2018, the last year analyzed in this study, which indicates the importance and interest of the research topic. Figure 3 shows the collaboration map among the leading authors who have published on the sustainable dimension of CSR, based on co-authorship. The different colors represent the different clusters formed by the working groups in the production of articles. The size of the circle varies depending on the number of articles of each author. The main authors are grouped into three clusters. Cluster 1 (red) stands for the collaboration between Muñoz-Torres and Rivera-Lirio, Fernández-Izquierdo, Ferrero-Ferrero, and Escrig-Olmedo. Group 2 (green) is led by Moneva, University of Zaragoza, along with Ortas, Alvarez, Gallego-Alvarez, and Garallar. Finally, the third cluster (blue) is led by Fernández-Feijoo, from the University of Vigo, which collaborates with Ruíz, Romero, García-Torea and De la Cuesta-González. It is noteworthy the 10 most prolific authors in the publication of articles on this subject of research have European origin: Spain (4), Netherlands (2), and Germany, Switzerland, Finland, and Italy, with one. In addition, six authors published a final paper in 2018, the last year analyzed in this study, which indicates the importance and interest of the research topic. Figure 3 shows the collaboration map among the leading authors who have published on the sustainable dimension of CSR, based on co-authorship. The different colors represent the different clusters formed by the working groups in the production of articles. The size of the circle varies depending on the number of articles of each author. The main authors are grouped into three clusters. Cluster 1 (red) stands for the collaboration between Muñoz-Torres and Rivera-Lirio, Fernández-Izquierdo, Ferrero-Ferrero, and Escrig-Olmedo. Group 2 (green) is led by Moneva, University of Zaragoza, along with Ortas, Alvarez, Gallego-Alvarez, and Garallar. Finally, the third cluster (blue) is led by Fernández-Feijoo, from the University of Vigo, which collaborates with Ruíz, Romero, García-Torea and De la Cuesta-González. Table 5 shows the ten most prolific institutions in the publication of articles related to CSR's sustainable approach. Spain, with four institutions, is the country that has the largest presence in this ranking. Among them, the University of Salamanca is placed in the first position with 22 articles and 432 citations. This institution has the highest H index on the table with 11 along with the Danish Copenhagen Business School and the University of Granada in Spain. Table 5 shows the ten most prolific institutions in the publication of articles related to CSR's sustainable approach. Spain, with four institutions, is the country that has the largest presence in this ranking. Among them, the University of Salamanca is placed in the first position with 22 articles and 432 citations. This institution has the highest H index on the table with 11 along with the Danish Copenhagen Business School and the University of Granada in Spain. On the other hand, it is interesting to highlight the low international co-authorship of the articles of the Spanish institutions, especially in the case of Salamanca (4.5-percent). It is noted, for example, that the University of Leeds, United Kingdom, with almost half of the published articles of the Spanish (13), has more citations per article, 26.31 compared to 19.64. In addition, the English university has a very relevant international exposure, since 69.2% of the articles are made with authors from other countries. Otherwise, it is relevant that only in the case of Malaysia's Universiti Teknologi MARA, quotations from articles published with other countries (32) outperform average quotes written by Malaysian authors only (5.33) . Table 6 lists the main variables of the countries with the highest scientific output on the sustainable approach in the CSR during the period 2001-2018. First, there is the United States with a total of 343 articles and with the highest total number of citations, 8482, i.e. an average of 24.73 citations for each article on the subject of research, representing the second-highest average of citations per article, after Canada (25.92) . The United States also has the largest H index, with 50. The country with the second-highest number of articles is the United Kingdom with a total of 218, and also presents the second total number of citations, 4705, and the H index, with 40. This peculiarity indicates the interest of American and English publications on the link between CSR and sustainability. The United States has been at the forefront of the ranking of the most prolific countries in the production of articles on the subject of research throughout the period analyzed, thus highlighting its research power. After these two countries are Spain, Australia, and Italy, with 198, 118, and 102 articles respectively. In the last three-year period analyzed (2016-2018), Spain has moved to the second position and Italy was third in number of published articles on CSR's sustainable approach. These five countries, United States, United Kingdom, Spain, Australia, and Italy, are the main drivers of research on the subject of research since they have published 53% of the world's total articles.
The remaining five countries: Canada, Germany, Netherlands, France, and China, are placed with a smaller number of items. Of this group, Germany and the Netherlands are noticeable as they ranked third and fourth, respectively, in the period 2007-2009, and in the triennium 2013-2015, but did not publish any articles on this subject of research. In this area, they have gone from publishing 36 articles each in the last three-years analyzed, 2016-2018, occupying the seventh and eighth ranking position. It is also important to note that, of this second group of countries, Canada, Germany, and the Netherlands have the best citation averages per article right after the country leading this variable, the United States. Table 7 shows the variables related to international collaboration between different countries. The countries with the highest percentage of international collaboration work are China with 75% (19 items), followed by France, with 60.7% (22) , Canada with 50% (24) and the United Kingdom with 49.5% (49) . Spain is the country with the lowest percentage of international collaboration with 25.3% Sustainability 2019, 11, 5382 13 of 24 (26 articles) . It is noteworthy that, with the exception of the Netherlands, France, and China, in all the ranking countries the number of citations of the works that have been subject to international co-authorship is greater than those submitted by the articles without such collaborations. The most prolific countries in the study of the research topic, since the last few years, are developing research on CSR in the controversial sectors activity, such as those related to armament companies, nuclear power plant construction companies, manufacturing companies of warplanes and missiles, companies that manufacture armoured vehicles, nuclear submarines and guidance systems for nuclear missiles, or companies dedicated to military electronics, flight simulators, shooting systems and electronic defense [141] . On the other hand, research is also being carried out on the organizations' capacities to face a constantly changing environment, in relation to the development of sustainability as an ecological capacity [142, 143] , and on the contribution to the transparency of the reports of the financial performance driven by institutional pressures or differentiation strategies [144] . Figure 4 shows a collaboration map between major countries based on the co-authorship of their authors. The different colors represent the different clusters formed by the groups of countries and the size of the circle varies depending on the number of items in each country. Thus, the greater the circle of each country, the greater the number of items whose authorship it represents. Countries with more than five contributions have been grouped into eight clusters. The international cooperation based on co-authorship has evolved, mainly, in the last decade in the CSR paradigm and its link with the sustainable dimension, articulating a discourse in this cooperation that places the organization as the key agent for the alliance between sustainable development and public politics [146, 147] . Table 8 lists the 20 most frequently used keywords in the 1832 articles on CSR's sustainable approach during the period 2001-2018. The relationship for the entire period is shown, as well as for the various three-year subperiods in which the considered time frame of 18 years can be divided.
Keywords Analysis
The terms Corporate Social Responsibility, in 1175 documents, and Sustainability, in 812, occupy the first two positions throughout the period analyzed. They are followed by the term Sustainable Development in 405 articles since the revised literature it is considered to be synonymous with Sustainability [148, 149] . On the other hand, the acronym CSR occupies the fourth position, a term used in 166 articles, and begins to be used from the second triennium (2004) (2005) (2006) . The composition of Corporate Social Responsibility, plural and singular, with the acronym CSR, are placed in the following positions with 111 and 109 articles, respectively. It is also noteworthy that the Concept Corporate Sustainability ranks tenth, with 83 articles, and 42.1% of these in the last period analyzed (2016-2018). Figure 5 represents the network map for the keywords in the research articles on CSR and sustainability link for the period 2001-2018. The color of the nodes is used to differentiate the different groups or clusters according to the number of co-occurrences, while their size varies depending on the number of repetitions. Some lines of research developed by different communities or groupings have been detected. Six main lines of research are distinguished, which are grouped under the terms "Sustainable development," "Performance assessment," "Sustainability Reporting," "Globalization," "Corporate strategy", and "Decision-Making". These lines of research bring together all the concepts related to the sustainable approach of Corporate Social Responsibility, since it includes dynamics related to sustainable development in a globalized and connected world [150] and with management implying the active role of the organization [151]. The international cooperation based on co-authorship has evolved, mainly, in the last decade in the CSR paradigm and its link with the sustainable dimension, articulating a discourse in this cooperation that places the organization as the key agent for the alliance between sustainable development and public politics [145, 146] . Table 8 lists the 20 most frequently used keywords in the 1832 articles on CSR's sustainable approach during the period 2001-2018. The relationship for the entire period is shown, as well as for the various three-year subperiods in which the considered time frame of 18 years can be divided. The terms Corporate Social Responsibility, in 1175 documents, and Sustainability, in 812, occupy the first two positions throughout the period analyzed. They are followed by the term Sustainable Development in 405 articles since the revised literature it is considered to be synonymous with Sustainability [147, 148] . On the other hand, the acronym CSR occupies the fourth position, a term used in 166 articles, and begins to be used from the second triennium (2004) (2005) (2006) . The composition of Corporate Social Responsibility, plural and singular, with the acronym CSR, are placed in the following positions with 111 and 109 articles, respectively. It is also noteworthy that the Concept Corporate Sustainability ranks tenth, with 83 articles, and 42.1% of these in the last period analyzed (2016-2018). Figure 5 represents the network map for the keywords in the research articles on CSR and sustainability link for the period 2001-2018. The color of the nodes is used to differentiate the different groups or clusters according to the number of co-occurrences, while their size varies depending on the number of repetitions. Some lines of research developed by different communities or groupings have been detected. Six main lines of research are distinguished, which are grouped under the terms "Sustainable development," "Performance assessment," "Sustainability Reporting," "Globalization," "Corporate strategy", and "Decision-Making". These lines of research bring together all the concepts related to the sustainable approach of Corporate Social Responsibility, since it includes dynamics related to sustainable development in a globalized and connected world [149] and with management implying the active role of the organization [150] . 
Conclusions
The goal of this study was to analyze research trends on corporate social responsibility practices focused on global sustainability over the past 18 years. A bibliometric analysis of 1,832 articles obtained from the Scopus database has been developed. Thematic areas, journals, authors, institutions and countries have been identified in the most productive publications on CSR and As an added bonus, research on this topic continues to advance globally with other concepts and strategies, such as Corporate Sustainability, Environmental Economics, or Sustainable Supply Chain Management. It is also noteworthy that the 2014-2016 triennium analyzed illustrated a shift in research trends now aimed at evaluating CSR's sustainable approach according to the size of the company and analyzing the functions of the board in relation to CSR and sustainability. Organizations are also making an effort in line with education for sustainable development since it is understood that, as UNESCO points out, education, in all its forms and all its levels, is one of the most effective tools for inducing necessary changes in order to achieve sustainable development.
The goal of this study was to analyze research trends on corporate social responsibility practices focused on global sustainability over the past 18 years. A bibliometric analysis of 1832 articles obtained from the Scopus database has been developed. Thematic areas, journals, authors, institutions and countries have been identified in the most productive publications on CSR and sustainability. The number of scientific papers per year during the period 2001-2018 has increased, especially in the last six years where 760 articles have been published, representing 41.5% of contributions on this research topic. The thematic area Business, Management, and Accounting is the most notable since it groups 31% of the articles, followed by Social Sciences with 21%, and Environmental Science with 14-%.
The most productive journals on CSR's sustainability approach research topic have been the Journal of Business Ethics and Sustainability with 6.1% of the total articles published each (111) in the analyzed period. It should be noted that 55% of the journals that contribute to this topic are positioned in Scopus' first quartile. Journal of Business Ethics is also the journal with the highest number of citations (4115), and the one with the highest H index for published articles on this subject area (42) . The journal with the highest average number of citations per article is Business Horizons, with 49.22. Importantly, the journal Sustainability, although it had its first published article on the subject of study in 2013, has become the journal with the largest number of articles on CSR and sustainability in the last triennium, with 98 articles, which account for 27.8% of the total articles on this subject that have been published between 2016 and 2018, a fact that will be reflected in the citations of these works in the coming years.
The authors who have published the most on the link between CSR and sustainability are the Spaniards García-Sánchez (11 articles) and Moneva (8) , and the Dutch Moratis (9). Kolk, from the University of Amsterdam, is the author with the highest number of citations (642) and the best average number of citations per article (107) . The most prolific institutions in this area of research are the University of Salamanca (Spain) and the Wageningen University and Research Centre (Netherlands), with 22 and 18 articles, respectively. The Leuphana Universität Lüeneburg (Germany) has the highest number of quotations (716) and the best average number of quotations per item (47.73) . Among the countries with the greatest number of institutions that have contributed to the subject of study is Spain with four.
The main countries that have made an effort in this area of research are, in order of importance: United States, United Kingdom, and Spain. The United States has the largest number of published articles (343) and citations (8482). As for the countries that have made greater international collaboration in their work, China and France have led the way.
This study has some limitations, which could be the basis for future research. Mainly, these come from the intrinsic characteristics of the quantitative analysis of the bibliometric method. One of these limitations is that some authors publish few articles with high influence in a certain field of research. In addition, this methodology could be extended with other databases or quantitative or qualitative tools, which would facilitate a different perspective of the study. On the other hand, other types of documents, in addition to scientific articles, could also be included in the search.
Future research lines on this topic will focus on CSR information in controversial industries, the development of sustainability-oriented capabilities for eco-innovation or ecological innovation, and the assessment of the impact of CSR sustainable growth. Contributions should also be made that study the impact of the supplier's sustainability risk on shareholder value and on the effect of the composition of an organization's Board of Directors in the actions on Sustainability. In addition, new studies need to interpret the CSR's challenge against the so-called Industry 4.0 in Europe, or Smart Industry, in the USA. Thus, this line must clarify theoretically and practically how social responsibility will respond to the trend towards the automation of industrial processes to optimize the organization and improve the competitiveness in the sector in which it is implanted. Various tools and technologies, such as the Internet of Things, Artificial Intelligence, Big Data, and Big Data Analytics, come into play in this new paradigm. Consequently, this is a new challenge for CSR and its involvement in this reality must be the subject of study.
Finally, it should be noted that trends in research on the sustainable approach of CSR globally have followed an upward trend and stabilized in optimal publication rates in recent years. 
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